The Punkee

Saturday, July 16,2022

The Punkee is your source for all information and updates on the Gathering schedule (no announcements at meals)

Saturday Schedule
4:00pm Arrive and check-in - Front Porch -The Inn

5:00pm Newcomers’ Meeting - Boyd, 2nd Floor
(Luther Wishard Conference Center)
5:30-7:00pm Dinner - Dining Hall (6:00pm Grace)
7:00pm Ice Cream Social - Front Porch - The Inn
8:00pm Choir Rehearsal - Auditorium
8:30pm Teen Meeting - Munn

Sunday Schedule
6:30-7:30am Morning Dip - Slim Point
* Lifeguard is present *
7:30-9:00am Breakfast -Dining Hall (8:10am-Grace)
8:30am Choir Rehearsal - Auditorium
9:30am Ushers & Communion Assistants -Auditorium
10 am Eucharist -Auditorium -Coffee Hour to follow
11:30-1:00pm Lunch - Dining Hall (12:10pm Grace)
1:00pm Meet the Faculty - Gullen
(Gathering Merchandise sale immediately prior)
3:00pm Sand Castle Contest - Slim Point
5:30-7:00pm Dinner - Dining Hall (6:00pm Grace)
7:00pm Vespers/Family Worship - Slim Point
7:50pm Kids Movie Night - Gullen
9:30pm+ Games!!! - Gullen

Offerings

The monetary offering on Sunday
morning is split between the Lutheran Summer
Gathering and the Silver Bay Association. The offering
on Thursday evening goes to the Lutheran Summer
Gathering.

Golf Carts - If

you have trouble walking, you can
request a golf cart at the Silver Bay desk.
❖ We will have one running to and from chapel on
weekday mornings.
❖

Evening Vespers

- Slim Point - golf carts
leave from Boyd (outside dining room) at 6:45

Newcomers’ Meeting- Saturday 5 pm
Boyd Center, 2nd Floor - Luther Wichard Conference Center

Silver Camp at Silver Bay
- Ages 19 months through 13 years
- available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Registration info. can be found on their website:
https://silvercamp.campbrainregistration.com/.
CAMP BROCHURE - available online at
https://silverbay.org/youth-teen/.
Questions? email youthandteen@silverbay.org
or call 518.543.8833, ext. 231

Youth ages 12 and 13 can choose between the
Silver Camp program or the
Gathering teen program (see below for
information about this year’s teen leader!)

Teen Meeting 8:30 pm Munn
Share your gifts - assist with Worship
★ Sing in the choir – meet Saturday evening/
Sunday morning – see Schedule
★ Serve as an Usher Sunday morning – see Chad
Volkert
★ Read for morning worship - sign up at
Conference Desk or see Marie Jerge
★ Assist at Communion - sign up at
Conference Desk or see Marie Jerge

★ Greet/usher for morning worship – sign
up at Conference Desk or see Marie Jerge

Volunteer Opportunities during the week
Please sign up on our Gathering sign-up boards, see
Amy or Scott, or email VolunteerLSG@gmail.com.
★ Kids Movie Night (Sunday) - Popcorn
★ Beach Party and Campfire (Monday) Watermelon slicers, S'mores supply table
★ Dancing Under the Stars (Monday) - Help with
setup before or pick-up after
★ Carnival (Tuesday) - Face Painting, Game tables,
Concessions - Many Volunteers Needed !

Welcome NEWCOMERS !
Amy Bauman
Dr. Julius Carroll - Faculty
Susan Feurzeig
Vicki Guanieri
Sharon Klavins & Scott Whitney + 2 children

Barbara & Paul Meberg
Amanda Nesvold - working with the youth
Charles & Alicia Sobchak + 4 children
Rick & Claire Vandenbergh
Kathleen and Gary Koran

From the Dean: Pastor Marie Jerge
Welcome to the Lutheran Summer Gathering 2022! Holy Ground is our theme this year and what a joy it is to
gather in this place that for some of us has become holy ground.
One of my favorite poems is The Bright Field, by R.S. Thomas.
I have seen the sun break through to illuminate a
small field for a while, and gone my way and
forgotten it.
But that was the pearl of great price, the one field
that had the treasure in it. I realize now that I must
give all that I have to possess it.
Life is not hurrying on to a receding future, nor
hankering after an imagined past.
It is the turning aside like Moses to the miracle of the
lit bush, to a brightness that seemed as transitory as
your youth once,but is the eternity that awaits you.
What catches my attention every time is the part
about Moses who noticed that the burning bush
was burning but not burning up. As Marc Gellman describes it in Does God Have A Big Toe? “…nobody else took
the time to sit long enough to watch the miracle happen.” Moses turned aside. He took the time to see it,
ponder it, study it, listen to it. And when the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of
the bush. (Exodus 3: 1ff)
That is what we are about this week in this place…to turn aside…to stop long enough to appreciate the beauty
of God’s creation, to relish our relationships with one another as the body of Christ, to breathe, and let the
Spirit catch up with us and renew our spirits.
We are blessed with the presence of our Chaplain, Pastor Arden Strasser and a stellar faculty: Dr. Julius
Carroll, Pastor Judith VanOsdol and Pastor Becca Ehrlich.

Our energetic Teen Leader is Pastor Amanda

Nesvold. You will find information about them and their classes elsewhere in the Punkee. We are delighted
that Joe Krupa returns as our musician.
I invite you to participate in worship and learning, to sit in a rocker on the Inn porch, swim in the lake, walk the
grounds, play softball, paint a watercolor, eat ice cream…. and to stop long enough that you might hear God’s
call to you.
Grace and peace,
Marie Jerge, Dean

IN MEMORIAM - The following Lutheran Summer Gathering people have died since we last met and will
be remembered in our prayers during Sunday morning worship.

Norman Platnick
Ann Mugavero

John Malsheimer Chris Manos
Diane Kiefer
Jim Owens

Pastor Gus Wedemeyer
Zoia/Charlie Kallimanis Foster

If you know of additional persons whose names should be added, please give them to Marie Jerge.

Faculty for Summer 2022
The Rev. Dr. Julius Carroll’s

baptismal journey began on June 5, 1961 among the

faithful at Redeemer Lutheran in Flushing, NY. Julius is a graduate of Luther College of the
Bible and Liberal Arts, Teaneck, NJ – AA in Biblical Studies; Queens College (City University
of NY) – BA in Urban Studies and MA (ABT) in Urban Studies and The Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Philadelphia (ULS) – M.Div./D.Min.
Ordained in 1981, Pastor Carroll has served congregations in: Philadelphia PA; Washington,
D.C.; Oakland, CA and Raleigh, NC. In his retirement Julius has been an interim pastor in
New Orleans, LA; Greensboro, NC and as an Intentional Interim Pastor at King of Kings in Liverpool, NY. Dr.
Carroll has served on the Southeast Penna. Synod Staff; the Multi- Cultural Ministries Unit of the ELCA and the
faculty of Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. He is currently serving as the Intentional Interim Pastor at
Holy Trinity, Buffalo. Julius and Geneva have six adult children and seventeen grandchildren.

The Rev. Judith A. VanOsdol

is originally from Upstate NY. Since September, 2021

she has served as senior pastor for two congregations in Washington, D.C. Prior to that she
served as interim pastor for a congregation on Long Island in the Metro NY Synod. Pastor
VanOsdol previously served as Program Executive for Gender Justice and Women’s
Empowerment at the Lutheran World Federation, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.
Her work at the LWF included empowering leadership teams to promote gender justice and
advocacy with a Human Rights focus in LWF member churches. The LWF is a global
communion of 148 member Churches in the Lutheran tradition, representing over 77
million Christians in 99 countries around the world. The ELCA is a member church of the LWF.
Pastor VanOsdol served as Mission Director and Bishop’s Assistant in the Rocky Mountain and Upstate NY
Synods of the ELCA. As DEM she developed and coached leadership teams and new mission starts, and worked
with renewing congregations. Pastor Judith’s previous parish ministry includes congregations in Minneapolis,
Chicago, and Upstate NY. She has also served parishes in the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina
and Uruguay.
For several years Pastor Judith served as an ELCA missionary pastor, based in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The
first half of those years included parish ministry and Synodical leadership. During the second half she served as
Continental Program Director for Gender Justice and Women’s Ministries for the Latin American Council of
Churches (CLAI), working ecumenically and in inter-faith contexts in 21 countries of Latin America and the
Spanish Speaking Caribbean.
Pastor VanOsdol has a passion for God’s mission that includes equipping the saints for creating community and
promoting healthy and vibrant congregations.

-FACULTY CONTINUED-

Rev. Dr. Becca Ehrlich
is an ELCA pastor, author, and blogger living in Upstate New York. She has written about
minimalism from a Christian perspective for over four years on the Christian Minimalism
blog she founded: www.christianminimalism.com.
Her book, Christian Minimalism: Simple Steps for Abundant Living, was released in May of
2021. She is passionate about helping folks find ways to live more simply that make sense
for their own life contexts.

Pastor Arden Strasser, Chaplain,
serves as the 8th pastor of Saint Luke's Lutheran Church in Hell's Kitchen, founded in 1850.
He speaks widely about God’s mission in the world and the place of the sacred in our daily
lives. Pastor Strasser brings gifts in retreat direction, music, and preaching. Formerly an
engineer, he also brings strengths in planning and management.
Previously, he served as pastor at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in northern California,
from 2000 to 2006, and then was appointed ELCA missionary to Zambia for church
leadership development in southern Africa, until 2014. He has also served as interim pastor
for congregations in Long Island and Westchester County.
Pastor Strasser has earned degrees from the University of Rochester, the University of Colorado, and the
University of Natal, South Africa. He earned his Doctor of Ministry degree from Drew University. Pastor
Strasser has also served on the boards of the Volunteer Missionary Movement and the American International
School of Lusaka.
He lives on the upper west side of Manhattan with his wife Susan, a professor in public health at Columbia
University. They have two daughters, Chloe and Alea. His hobbies are piano, singing, working out and
volunteering with kids. He loves meeting new people and sharing stories.

Pastor Amanda Nesvold, Youth Leader,
is thrilled to serve as youth leader at the Lutheran Summer Gathering this year. Pastor
Amanda currently serves as interim pastor at Gloria Dei and King of Kings Lutheran
Churches, located on Long Island. She spent the summer of 2021 serving as Program
Leader at Red Willow Bible Camp in North Dakota and has previously served congregations
in a variety of synods since her first call in Upstate NY.
Her favorite Bible stories include Jesus healing the Centurion’s servant (Luke 7) and the
Parable of the Sower (Matt 13),and she loves to discuss her favorite theology question with others. (The question
is “Why?”.)
Pastor Amanda loves spending time with her adventure dog Jasper and creating art through knitting,
woodworking, and other handicrafts.

Course Descriptions for July 2022
Course: STORIES THAT AFRICAN AMERICAN LUTHERANS COULD TELL
Faculty: Rev. Julius Carroll
In describing the eschatological hope proclaimed by the African American Christian Church – focused on a
theology of the cross – Dr. James Cone (1938 – 2018), a professor of systematic theology at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City said that the testing of hope in the midst of suffering is to keep in tension the Negro
Spiritual: “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve See __ Glory Hallelujah!
Participants in the class will consider the theological foundations for proclaiming hope in the midst of suffering
as testified to by the Black Church, as well as, review a sermon that lives into the posited dialogical tension.

Course: Holy Ground: Biblical interpretation, proclamation and transformational
theology - Does Gender Justice still matter in the 21 st century?
Faculty: The Rev. Judith VanOsdol
Holy Ground: biblical interpretation, proclamation and transformational theology explores whether “Gender
Justice” is still a relevant lens for the 21 st century and why it matters in the Holy Ground of God’s living, loving
and liberating Word.
This exploration includes five sessions: 1) Mission and Misogyny, 2) Texts of Terror, 3) Baptism and Call,
4) Diaconia and Discipleship and 5) Living Word of Liberating Love.
The seminar is not for the faint of heart or spirit! Bring your Bible as we explore crucial and cross-shaped
biblical texts ripe for re-reading with a liberating lens.

Course: Christian Minimalism
Faculty: Rev. Dr. Becca Ehrlich
Minimalism is a focus on the aspects of life that matter most, and intentionally removing everything else. There is a
direct connection between minimalism and the Christian life. Jesus came so that we could live our lives
abundantly ( John 10:10) and it’s clear from reading the Gospels that the abundant life Jesus calls us to live is not
about accumulating possessions, making a lot of money, or receiving worldly accolades or power. Christian
minimalism aims to connect the minimalist lifestyle with our calling from Jesus to live a simpler life.
This course will look at the many aspects of living more simply and intentionally, reflecting on the many ways
we can incorporate Jesus' invitation to live the abundant life he described.

Meet our LSG Planning Committee 2022
* this group works all year to prepare for this wonderful week! *
They are available throughout the week to answer questions, receive suggestions, or just chat.

Chad Volkert, Director
51 years ago this July, Nancy Volkert (my mom) and Chuck Volkert (my dad) brought me to the Lutheran Summer Gathering
as a “first-timer” when I was 6 weeks old. I have been told that I spent most of my week in my mother’s arms as well as in a
cradle perched in the center of the dining hall table during meals. I have never missed a summer (except the 2020 Covid
closure) since 1972!
My earliest memories include days of swimming lessons at Bay Beach, S’mores at campfires, Sunday Worship, beautiful
Vespers at Slim Point, reading the Times rocking-on the porch, pick-up basketball, beating the EMPS in softball, “bug juice”
and “what’s for dinner?” in the Dining Hall, quiet moments with my mom on walks and going into the woods with my dad to
look for “Trappers and Indians”. I am not sure about you, but this list can go on forever bringing back special memories and
emotions we all hold so deep in our hearts. These memories make you think you have never left Silver Bay even though it
has been 153 weeks since our last “official” visit.
Now for the last 24 years, new memories have been created with my beautiful bride, Veroushka
who has been with me at this cherished place! She made me the luckiest man alive on my wedding day, and now the
happiest man in the world as she gave me our beloved daughters Isabella (14) and Valentina (9)! The fun and excitement of
experiencing the LSC and Silver Bay through their eyes has provided us even a keener understanding of how special this
place truly is. Watching them play, sing, worship and grow as children should grow has been a wonderful time that
Veroushka and I are cherishing. Growing-up at the LSG and Silver Bay has simply been a way of life for all 4 of us and the
Volkert Family including my mom, dad, sister Mary Alice, Uncle Dick, Aunt Dottie, Cousin Carol, her husband Bob Dubin,
and their sons Ben and Will.
For 12+ years now, I have been very fortunate to serve as Director for the Gathering. During that time, the financial strength
of the LSG has significantly improved, and many new attendees have been welcomed to the shores of Silver Bay and are
coming back each summer. My mother was extremely active in teaching and assisting in running many facets of the LSC, so
I am very honored to serve each of you as well and give back to the place we love so much.

Rev. Marie Jerge, Dean
My husband, Jim, and I have been coming to the Lutheran Summer Gathering since 1979. We served together as the Teen
Leaders in 1980. I was the first woman to serve as a Chaplain in 1984-85. I have served as the Dean of the Gathering since
2016. For us this has been a week to worship and learn together, reconnect spiritually, enjoy the lake, and renew the many
friendships we have made through the years.
I grew up on Long Island, but have served in Upstate New York throughout my ministry…for 10 years as a parish pastor at St.
Mark, Mayville and Zion, Silver Creek (with Jim), for 14 years in Buffalo as an Assistant to Bishops Ed Perry and Lee Miller,
for 12 years as the Bishop of the Upstate New York Synod (the sixth woman in the ELCA), and for 20 months as the
Intentional Interim Senior Pastor at Atonement, Syracuse. I am a graduate of Smith College and the Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia (M. Div.) and received an honorary doctorate from Thiel College.
Jim and I live in the Syracuse area. Though I am retired, I continue working as a Spiritual Director. My newest venture is
writing poetry as a spiritual practice and I am excited that I will have a second poem published next fall.

Amy Moorhus Baumgardner, Activities Coordinator
I am a seminarian at United Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg, commuting from my home in Maryland outside Washington,
DC. I attended the Gathering with my family as a child in the 1970s and served as both an EMP-in-Training and an EMP in
the 1980s. I missed several years (okay, decades) until returning in 2018 with my extended family. One of our favorite family
songs as children, and then with our children - Little Bunny Foo-Foo - came home with my sister from her WeeWoozle year
at Silver Bay. I’m delighted to have a partner for activities like Scott - I’m the fan of the spreadsheet and the lists and the
organization and if you know Scott, you know he’ll bring the laughter and the fun to everything we do as Gathering together.
I look forward to being church together with you on the shores of Lake George.

Scott Rohrbach, Activities Coordinator
Like Sue Hollar (below), I started coming to the Lutheran Summer Gathering in 1970 as a 1-year-old and with a different
name. I was the 4th of 4 kids in the Owens clan and was regularly joined at the hip with Bill Hutfilz, coming up through the
ranks of Silver Camp, singing along with George Manos, and climbing the hill up to Overlook innumerable times. I missed
some years when our family moved to England in 1977-79 and during college and graduate school, but returned to regular
attendance in 2004 with my soon-to-be wife, Gail Rohrbach, and took her family name when we married in 2006. It has
been an amazing experience to bring our children, Alex and Rhys, and watch them sit on the “throne” rock near the
flagpole, march along singing “We are the Woozles, the mighty, mighty Woozles”, swim at Bay Beach and Slim Point, roll
down the hill in front of the Auditorium and get poison ivy, and generally feel freer than anywhere else in the world just as I
did 50 years ago.
The Rohrbachs live in Greenbelt, MD and work at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center. I have the pleasure to spend my
days building space telescopes like the James Webb Space Telescope and earth observing satellites like Landsat-8.
Going into the 3rd year as the public face of the Activities Coordinator team (along with Amy Moorhaus Baumgardner, who
does most of the actual work), you would think I would have ironed out all of the wrinkles of that job, but alas for some
reason it feels like this is the very first time in this role. So, please be patient and do not be afraid to tell me what I forgot to
communicate, ask me questions, or make suggestions. My job is to help you all get the most out of this precious week as
possible!

Karen “Mouse” Hoffman, Registrar
Hello my name is Karen Hoffman also known as Mouse. I am the registrar for the Lutheran Summer Gathering, following in
the footsteps of Roxanne Keith and the late Jean Victory. My husband, Rip and our two children Sarah and Debby and I along
with Bob and Faith and Matt and Kurt Steinfort have been attending the conference since 1982. Dave and Midy Mangiante
told us about this wonderful Lutheran Conference at Silver Bay on the shores of Lake George and since we were always
looking for places to go with our children in the summertime, we thought we would give it a try.
Upon our arrival at Silver Bay the temperature soared to 100 and after trudging and schlepping ourselves and our stuff up
to Hemlock, Rip and I looked at each other and said, “we’ll give it 24 hours!!” Sure enough, our first meal was in the old
dining room, Silver Bay Emps practically stood at attention waiting to help us with our children, then toddlers; a lovely
couple welcomed us and asked us to sit with them at dinner. Things were looking up. After dinner, Bob and Faith and Rip
and I sat on the porch while Matt and Kurt and Sarah and Debby ran on the front lawn. We noticed an exodus happening to
the left. We decided to follow and found ourselves in the store. Well the rest was history. Ice cream! Served by those
wonderful Emps. Our children were hooked and we all know happy children breed happy parents! That night the weather
broke and we stayed and have made Silver Bay our happy home for two weeks every summer.
As far as the gathering goes, my husband Rip sat on the planning committee for several years, and he has also taught
several classes. When Rox gave her notice, I decided it would be fun to be part of the planning committee as registrar.
Since we were up here for two weeks I was able to watch Jean Victory do the job because she had to come up early. That was
in the days before the Internet. I cannot even imagine.
So here is hoping that you all have a wonderful experience at The Lutheran Summer Gathering. Resting, recreating being
with family, worshiping, learning, singing, having fun!!! And most important “Staying with the program!’ Thank you all for
being so patient with me as registrar. It really is a joy giving everyone a “home” for the week at Silver Bay. Here is hoping
you got the correct room! If this is your first year, welcome and if this is your 60th year, welcome back!!!!!

Laura Hill-Primiano, Punkee Editor
My family and I are relatively new to the LSG family, but feel like we’ve been here way longer, due to the warmth and
friendliness of this fantastic group of people. My husband, Tom and our kids, Olivia, Owen and Darian, truly look forward to
our time at Silver Bay each year. And, to really establish myself as a “regular” I took on the role of Punkee Editor, and have
had the chance to learn all the ins and outs of how this group functions, along with a myriad of intertwining historical
stories of how everyone knows, and loves one another. This gathering is a real treasure to be a part of. We hope that you too
will become part of the story!

Beth Smayda, Finance
I first heard of the Lutheran Summer Gathering at our church Christmas Party when members of our church, St. Matthew’s
Lutheran in White Plains, NY, told us about this wonderful place they go every year for a week of recreation, inspiration,
education and relaxation. And, oh yes, all meals were included, there was camp for our toddler, Michael, and it was on
beautiful Lake George—we were sold. That was back in 1987 and we have attended every year since, except 1989 when our
daughter, Kirsten, was born 2 1/2 months before. Our daughter Katherine made her appearance in 1991 and we were joined
by our respective parents throughout the years.
Silver Bay has always been a gathering place for our family, where for just a week we weren’t all running in separate
directions. It’s been a place where we’ve met new friends with whom we enjoy reconnecting every year. It’s a place where
our children have been able to explore their own interests—one year Michael never even made it into the lake because he
was so focused on getting his yeoman’s certificate for archery. At the craft shop the kids learned how to make stained glass,
work with leather, and make silver and enameled jewelry. They took their first swim lessons at Slim Point with their beloved
emps, developed friendships that have lasted through the years, and all performed, at one point or another, in the
Conference Talent Show. But most of all, Silver Bay is a caring community. I will never forget when Mary Keith came up to
me at the Inn to say that my daughter had fallen and scraped her knee, but not to worry, she had already cleaned it and put a
band-aid on it. Nor Dottie Volkert who generously shared, as only one who has worked with adolescents throughout her
career could, her advice on my most recent parenting challenge. Because of the safe and supportive environment, our kids
enjoyed a measure of independence on campus that was just not possible at home.
Throughout, Greg and I have enjoyed hikes, kayaking, rides on the “Silver Spray”, morning dip, watercolor painting, ice
cream at the store, thought- provoking and faith-enhancing Conference classes and, yes, we even paddle-boarded! I am glad
to now give back a little of what I’ve gained by serving on the Lutheran Summer Gathering Planning Committee, helping out
on the financial end of things. We’re looking forward to another fun-packed, faith-filled week. Life is good and we are
blessed.

Katie Bang, member
It is my joy to be a lifelong lover of Silver Bay, a retired Lutheran Summer Gathering Activities Director, and a current
Trustee of Silver Bay YMCA. This amazing place and community have been a source of great inspiration and formation
through the years, from shouting Woozle camp songs, to learning to work with silver and stained glass in the Craft Shop,
making wonderful friends playing softball or at the archery field, to endless memories of summer nights walking with
family and friends to Vespers at Slim Point. When not residing in The Inn, I live in Chatham, NJ and lead the Cardiovascular
and Kidney medicines team for Bayer. In a surprising but exciting life change, I will be moving to Basel, Switzerland in
October. Looking forward to a wonderful week together in worship and play on this Holy Ground!

Sarah Hoffman, Co-Registrar
My Lutheran Summer Gathering story began in 1982 when I arrived at Silver Bay along with my parents, Robert "Rip" and
Karen "Mouse" Hoffman and younger sister Debby. For the last 4 decades, Silver Bay has remained a special and important
place in our family where we have made lifelong friends and memories.
It's amazing that most of my favorite past-times and activities including progressing from Wee-Woozles to the Teen
Group, making treasures in the Craft Shop, learning to canoe, sail and kayak on Lake George, roaming the campus with my
partner-in-crime Matt Steinfort, getting up for unbearably early tennis lessons, cheering for the LSG at the softball game,
hiking sunrise mountain, playing shuffleboard, collecting the daily issues of the Punkee, rocking on the Inn Porch, can still
be done at Silver Bay year-after-year. There's so much one can do here and yet, doing nothing is OK too!
I live in New York City with my husband Matt and I'm looking forward to transitioning the LSG Registrar duties from my
mother, Mouse. Having stayed at nearly every single accommodation at Silver Bay through the years, I feel up to the task,
but I know there are huge shoes to fill!

Rev. Arden Strasser, Chaplain
Pastor Strasser serves as the 8th pastor of Saint Luke's Lutheran Church in Hell's Kitchen, founded in 1850. He speaks
widely about God’s mission in the world and the place of the sacred in our daily lives. Pastor Strasser brings gifts in retreat
direction, music, and preaching. Formerly an engineer, he also brings strengths in planning and management.
Previously, he served as pastor at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in northern California, from 2000 to 2006, and then was
appointed ELCA missionary to Zambia for church leadership development in southern Africa, until 2014. He has also served
as interim pastor for congregations in Long Island and Westchester County.
Pastor Strasser has earned degrees from the University of Rochester, the University of Colorado, and the University of
Natal, South Africa. He earned his Doctor of Ministry degree from Drew University. Pastor Strasser has also served on the
boards of the Volunteer Missionary Movement and the American International School of Lusaka.
He lives on the upper west side of Manhattan with his wife Susan, a professor in public health at Columbia University.
They have two daughters, Chloe and Alea. His hobbies are piano, singing, working out and volunteering with kids. He loves
meeting new people and sharing stories.

Rev. James Bresnahan, member
Jim is a retired Lutheran pastor who came to The Gathering in 1969 with his wife, Joyce, and nearly two year old daughter
Sue. Jim returned to teach a course in 1970, missed coming in 1971 when son Erik was not yet one, but has been here with his
entire family every year since, except these recent years of COVID. Once again, he rejoices to be joined here by his wife,
children and spouses and five granddaughters.
Jim served two Lutheran congregations in NY over his forty year ministry - Holy Spirit in Cortland and Good Shepherd in
Fayetteville. Post retirement, he served full-time for three years as rector of an episcopal church. Currently he attends St
Lucy’s Catholic Church in Syracuse, where he leads scholarly Bible Studies and preaches on occasion.
Jim and his wife have lived in Manlius NY since 1980. During all the years since, and for about five years before, Jim has
served on the LSG Planning Committee.
Presently and happily, Jim maintains his love for music, art, and photography, his interest in tech and astronomy, and his
dedication to community service.

Sue Hollar, member
I have spent the first 24 years of my life coming to The Lutheran Summer Gathering wearing (and frequently losing) a name
tag that read Sue Bresnahan. At age 24, I married Super Dave Hollar and since that time I am better known as Sue Hollar and
am the proud mother of our young-adult daughters, Perri, Erin, and Ella. My love for Silver Bay and this fabulous gathering
continues to strengthen with each and every year. My Silver Bay titles include Wee-Woozle, Woozle, Chippie, Teen Group
Participant, EMP, LSG Activities Director, Lazy Inn Porch Squatter, and Planning Committee Member. While not at Silver
Bay, I reside and work in Washington, DC, the beautiful city our family has called home for 30+ years. I’m delighted to be
back at Silver Bay spending time with Dave and my girls, parents ( Joyce and Jim), and my brother and his family (Erik, Barb,
Cameron and Lindsey). I look forward to seeing old friends and meeting new friends during our week together.

Email: lutheransummergathering@gmail.com

Note: The Punkee deadline is 8pm daily

We hope you Enjoy a Relaxing Week on the shores of Lake George at beautiful Silver Bay!

